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Mrs. Catharine Decker, 
Daughter to Sir Matthew 
Decker Baronet, and ber 
two difters, Mrs. Henriet- 


ta, and Mrs. Mary Dec. 
ker. 


wound LAbiIEs, 


E following Papers were 
compoled by me for your 
be, when the Care of 
inſtructing you in the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on according to the Doctrine of the 

At Church 


Dzprearrlo RN. 


Church of England, was committed 
to me. They contain a plain, tho? 
ſhort, Account of the ſeveral Duties 
which are neceſſary to be perform'd 
by every true Member of that Church; 
and they will, I hope, be as effectual 
to the training you up in the Way ye 
ſhould go, as they were ſincerely in- 
tended for that purpoſe. The Method 
have taken is peculiarly fitted for Per- 
{ons of your Years, and my chief En- 
deavour has been to make every thing 
as plain and eaſy to be underſtood, as 


I poſſibly could. 


Tur Readineſs of Mind, and di- 
ligent Application, wherewith you 
endeavour'd to get the firſt Parts of 
this Work by Heart, whilſt in my 
own Writing, have encourag'd me to 
put it into more legible Characters, 

that 
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that you might be able to peruſe it the 
better, and to retain it more effectual- 
ly in your Memories. 


Tur many Obligations J have re- 
ceiv'd from your Parents, and the 
conſtant good Uſage I have met with 
in your Family, engage me to ex- 
preſs my Thankfulneſs in the beſt 
manner I can, by doing every Thing 
in my Power for your Advantage. 


You will conſider, that the Care 
which is taken by your Parents, for 
your growing up in the Ways of 
Virtue and Religion, obliges you to 
ule your utmoſt Endeavours, that 
they may have the Comfort of ſee- 
ing the good Effects of this their 
pious Concern; and you will re- 
member, that any kind of Misbe- 

haviour 


| Dx DISAT ION. 
haviour, either to them or to God Al- 
mighty, will be the more inexcuſa- 
ble, becauſe you have by them been 
afforded the proper Means to avoid 
It, 


Mar you by the Influence of thoſe 
Thoughts, and the Grace of God's 
Holy Spirit, advance in Goodneſs, as 
your Years increaſe. May the good 
Seed which I have endeavour'd to 
ſow in your tender Hearts, bring 
forth much Fruit to Perfection in 
your ſucceeding Lives. May you 
become Ornaments of the Religion 
you profeſs; and contribute, by the 
Power of your Example, to the Sal- 
vation of others, whilſt you promote 
your own. May you pals thro' this 
vain and troubleſom World, with all 
the Eaſineſs and Contentment poſſi- 
ble, 


DzDISAT ION. 
ble, and then exchange it for a bet- 


ter; for à State of perfect Happineſs 
LL eternal Glory. 


Tusk, young Ladies, are the 
earneſt Wiſhes; theſe, the hearty 
Prayers of 


Your much obliged 


1 


and modi faithful 


humble Servant, 
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RicnMOND, 


Nov. 25. 1723. Joan Bnowxx. 
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„ 
2 the Benefits of BaP⁵TIS u. 


r HAT is your Chriſtian Name? 
AN. or M. 
Js a. //hy do you call this Your 
MR Chri/tian Name? 
Al ., Becauſe it was given me 
when I was made a Chriſtian. 
Q. What do you mean by being made a 


Chriſtian 2 
B A. 1 
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AI mean thereby, my being made a Pro- 
feſſor of Chriſt's Religion. 

Q. What is the Religion of Chriſt ? 

A The Religion of Chriſt is that wy of 
worſhipping and ſerving God which Chriſt 
taught to the World. 

Q. When was you made a Profeſſor of 
Chrilt's Religion? 

A. I was made a Profeſſor of it, when I 
was baptiz'd: For Chriſt appointed Baptiſm as 
the ſolemn Rite of admitting Perſons into the 
Profeſſion of his Religion. 


Q What Benefit did you receive by being 
baptiæ d? 

A. I was thereby inſtated in the Fayour of 
God, and endued with Power to practiſe the 


Religion of Chriſt, and to gain eternal Life by 


ſo doing. 

Q. Was you not in the Favour of God be- 
fore you were baptiz'd? 

A. I cannot ſay that I was; becauſe I was 
by Nature born in Sin: I brought into the 
World with me yicious and corrupt Inclina- 
tions; by reaſon of which I could not be pure 
in the Sight of God, and ſtood in need of Bap- 
tiſm to be inſtated in his Favour. 

Q. How came you to be born with thoſe 
vicious Iuclinatious? . 

A. This came to paſs thro' the Diſobe- 
dience of our firſt Parents, who derived to 
all their Poſterity thoſe Inclinations to Sin, 

which 
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which they brought upon themſelyes, by 
breaking the Command that God gave them. 

Q. Are the ſinful Inclinations you were 
born with purified by Rapti in? 

A. They are: By the Grace of God giyen 
to me in my Baptiſm, my corrupt Nature is 
made better: I am endued with virtuous Diſ- 
poſitions, and enabled, if I am uot wanting 
to my ſelf, to practiſe the Religion of Ch iſt. 

Q. And ſuppoſe you do prattiſe it? 

A. If I practiſe the Religion of Chr/?, I 
am ſure of lerving God according to his Will, 


and of gaining eternal Happinels in the World 
to come. 


Q. How do you know this? 

A. I know it from the holy Scripture ; 
which aſſures me that Je/us Chriſt was ſent 
from God to teach Men the true and accepta- 
ble Way of ſerving him; and that, if I ſerve 


him according to it, I ſhall certainly have 
everlaſting Life. 


Of the ou of BA PPTIS u. 


i HAT did you promiſe at your Bap- 
. 40 9 Ye 4 

A. 1 promiled to practiſe the Religion of 
Chriſt, into which I was admitted. 

Q. How could you promiſe to do this? 

A. I could not my ſelf promiie to do it, be- 
cauſe I was an Infant: But my Godfathers 

"2 „ and 
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and. Godmothers promiſed in my Name to do 
ir. They, repreſenting me, and acting in my 
ſtead, did make this Promile. E 
Q. Do you think your ſelf bound to prac- El 
tiſe Chriſt's Religion, as they promiſed for 
ous 
7 A. I do: For ſince they made this Pro- 
miſe in my Name for my Advantage, that I 
might have the Benefit of Baptiſm, I am cer- 
tainly bound to perform it. 


Q. Si-ppoſe then you do not prattiſe Chriſt's 


Relrgion 2 

F If I do not, I break a Promiſe made to 
God, which is of all Promiſes the moſt ſo- 
lemn and binding. I forfeit the Benefits of be- 

ing baptiz d: I loſe the Favour of God, and 
the Opportunity of Happineſs, which my 
| Bapti m convey d to me, and I expole my ſelf 
1 to eternal Puniſhment. 

Q. If this be the Caſe, will not you take 
care to fractiſe Chriſt's Religion. 
A. T will: For ſince all my Happineſs de- 
pends upon it: Since I ſhall be eternally mi- 
1 ſerable hereafter, if I don't practiſe it, I will 
Wl certainly take care to live up to it. 
| Q. What do you mean by prattiſing Chriſt's 
0 Religiou? N | 
it A. I mean thereby, my doing my Duty 
| towards God, my Neighbour, and my elf, 
_ according to the Directions of Chriſſ. 

| Q. bat is your Duty towards God? 


* A. My 


[3] 


A. My Duty towards God is to believe in 
him ; to fear him; to love him with all my 
Heart, with all my Soul, and with all my 
Mind; to worſhip him; to put my whole 
Truſt in him; to honour him; and to ſetve 
him truly all the Days of my Lite. 

. What is your Duty towards your 
Neighbour ? 

A. My Duty towards my Neighbour, is, 
to love him as my ſelf, and to do unto all 
Men as I would they ſhould do unto me: 
To refrain from injuring them in any kind 
whatſoever, and from defigning, or deſtring 
{o to do: To wiſh them all manner of good, 
and to do them all the good in my Power: To 
render unto all their Dues ; to love, hononr, 
and ſuccour my Father and Mother: To 
honour and obey the King, and all that are 
put in Authority under him: To ſubmit my 
{elf to all my Governours, Teachers, ſpi- 
ritual Paſtors, and Maſters; and to order 
my ſelf lowly, and reverently to all my Bet- 
ters. 

Q. hat is your Duty towards your ſelf? 

A. My Duty towards my ſelf is, to be hum- 
ble in my Mind; to be paticnt and quiet in 
Spirit; to be chaſte and pure in my Thoughts 
and Actions; to be temperate in my Eatliug, 
and Drinking, and Recreation; ro keep in 
Subjection my ſenſual Appetites; to avoid the 
ſinful Cuſtoms, and Faſhions of the World, 


and all wicked Company which would lead 


me 
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me to them; to refrain from all immoderate 
Deſires of the Riches, and Honours of this 
World, and to employ my chicf Study and 
Endeavour to attain the Happineſs of Hea- 
ven; to deny my ſelf in the Ule of any thing 
which would hinder me from doing my Du- 
ty, and to be ever growing in Grace, and mo- 
ving ſtill forward towards the Perfection of 
Holinels. 

Q. Are you bound by the Promiſe of Bap- 
tiſm to perform theſe Duties? 

A. Tam: For to practiſe the Religion of 
Chriſt, is, to perform theſe Duties towards 
God, my Neighbour, and my ſelf; fo that I 
am bound by that Promiſe to perform them. 
If I neglect them, I am then unfaithful ro my 


Promiſe, and ſhall receive the juſt Puniſhment. 


of my Unfaithfulneſs: Bur if I pertorm them, 
I am then a Chriſtian in Deed, and in Truth, 
and my Reward will be everlaſting Happi- 
neſs. 


07 the Means 10 be uſed for the per- 
forming of our Chriſtian Duty. 


Q. 77 HAT are the Means you muſt uſe 
for prattiſing the Religion of Chrilt, 
which you promiſed at your Baptiſm to do? 
A. I muſt carneſtly and conſtantly pray to 
God for his Aſſiſtance, and I muſt joyn my 
hcarty Endeavours to my Prayers. 


Q Why 
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Q. Why muſt you pray to God for his A/* 
ſiſtance 
A. Becaule without God's Aſſiſtance, Jam 
not able to perform my Duty, and God will 
not give me his Aſſiſtance, unlels I pray to 
him for it. 
$ Q. Why muſt you joyn your hearty Endea- 
ours to your Prayers 
4 A. Becauſe God requires me to do ſo. He 
| requires me to ſtrive all J can to perform my 
Duty, as well as pray to him for his Afli— 
ſtance; in the ſame manner as he requires 
Men to work for their daily Bread, as well 
as pray to him for it. 
Q. What Reaſon have you to think that 
God requires this of yau £ 
A. My Realon is, becauſe the Scripture 
tells me, that I muſt fr:ive to enter in of the. ill. 
ſtrait Gate : that I muſt work out my own! 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling : That I 
muſt give all Diligence to make my Calling ber wo. 
and Election ſure. In which Places God re— 
quires me to ule my utmoſt Endcavours, that 
I may live in the Practice of my Duty. 
In what manner will you ſirive; or, 
what fort of Endeavours will you uſe for the 
prattiſing of your Duty? 
A. 1 will ule ſuch Endeavours, as have a 
direct Tendency to my living in the Practice 
= of my Duty, in rhe lame manner, as I muſt 
2} ule ſuch Endeayours for getting a Lively hood 
1 ir 
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in the World, as naturally contribute to the 
attaining it. | 

Q. What is the Method then which you 
<w1ll take for the prattiſing of your Duty? 

A. I will deyoutly beg of God, both at 
home and at Church, that I may lead a virtu- 
ous and chriſtian Life : I will ſtrive all I can 
to lead the good Life, which I beg of God I 
may do, by uſing ſuch Means as directly tend 
to my leading of it: And I will conſtantly 
beſeech him to proſper theſe my Endeavours, 
and make them eſtectual. | 

Q. Wi this Method be available to your 
prattiſing of your Duty? | 

A. Undoubtedly it will: For if I pray, and 
ſtrive in this manner, to practiſe my Duty, I 
am ſure, both from God's Goodneſs, and his 
Truth, that he will give me the Aſſiſtance of 
his Grace: And if he gives me his Aſſiſtance, 
I am ſure I can do all things through him 


that ſtrengthens me. - 


PART 
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> PART I 
Of the Benefits of BA P⁰TIõ M. 


Hr is Baptiſm? 

E W A. Bapriſca is an holy Rite or Ce- 

remony, ordained by Chriſt for the folemny 

admirting of Perſons into his Religion, and 

Mo ie, to them the particular Grace of 
od. 

Q. What is the particular Grace of God 
which you received in your Baptiſm? 

A. To the outward Act of ſprinkling me 
with Water by the Hands of the Miniſter, God 
did joyn his eſpecial Bleſſing. He cleanſed 
me from my natural Pollution, whereby I 
was offenſive in his Sight; he inſtated me in 
his Favour, and gave me good Diſpoſitions, 
and Ability to practiſe the Religion of CHriſt, 
if I am not wanting to my ſelf. 

. How do you 4 this ? 

J. I know it from the Word of God; which ' 
ſays, that Chriſt ſancti ſies and cleanſes his Eph. v. 
Church by the waſhing of Water : That, he** 
hath ſaved us by the waſhing of Regenera- Tit. iii. 
tion, and renewing of the holy Ghoſt : Thar, 5: 
in Baptiſm we are buried, and riſen - Col. if. 12. 
with Chriſt, In which Phe I am de 
| thar, 


(170) 
that, by my Baptiſm I was cleanſed from m 
natural Pollution; and inſtated in God's Fa- 
vour; and enabled to abſtain from Sin, and 
lead a good Life; that is, to practiſe the Re- 
ligion of Chriſt. 
Q. 1s Baptiſm therefore neceſſary ? 


A. Yes moſt certainly: It is neceſſary be- | 


cauſe Chriſt has appointed it to be us'd: It is 
neceſſary alſo, becauſe we being born with 
finful Inclinations, we are not pure, nor 
Therefore acceptable in the Sight of God, till 


this Pollution of our Nature is cleanſed by 


Baptiſm; nor are we any ways capable of per- 
forming God's Will, unleſs we are diſpos'd and 
enabled to do ſo by the Grace given to us in 
Baptiſm. ey gt er Rs 
Q. Has not our Saviour very plainly de- 
clar'd the Neceſſity of Baptiſm 8 _ 

A. re has: For he ſolemnly declar'd, 


Joh. iii. 5 that except a Perſon be born of Water and 


of the Spirit, that is, except a Perſon be bap- 
_ he cannot enter -into the Kingdom of 
04. | 


0 the Vow of BAPTISM. 
Q 77 H AT aid you. promiſe at. your Bap- 


tajm to per form? 


4 


A. I promiſed to practiſe the Religion of 
Chriſt, into which I was admitted; that is, I 
promiſed to do my Duty towards God, my 

"£2: | Neighbour, 


. : 
bo 
Ei 
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(1) 
'3 Neighbour, and my ſelf, according to the Di- 
; rections of Chrſ7. | 
Q. How could you, being an Infant, pro- 
miſe to do this? WT 
A. I promiſed to do it by my Godfathers, 
and Godmothers, who repreſenting me, and 
acting in my ſtead, did promile to practiſe the 
Religion of Chrz/7. 
Q. Do you think your ſelf bound to keep 
this Promiſe 2 
A. I do: For fince it was made in m 
Name for my great Advantage; that I might 
7 have the Benefit of Baptiſm; I am obliged to 
= Kkeepir. 
4 Q. Ie there any Scripture Proof that 
Chilaren are bound where they do not con- 
5 7 /e nt £ 


* A. There is: For the Deſcendants of A. 5 
K* braham were, by the Appointment of Gad, 0%: 37% 
1 taken into the Covenant at eight Da 510, Ie 
1 old, and obliged to obſerve the Rules of it: 


In like manner, the Children of Chriſtians be- 
ing, upon the Promile of their Sureties, taken 
* into the Covenant of the Goſpel, are obliged 
to obſerve the Precepts of it. 


5 Q Suppoſe then you do not pratiiſe the 
Neligion of Chriſt, znto which you are ad- 


# 5 
INS. 


= A. If I do not, I certainly break the Vow 
of Baptiſm, and forfeit the Benefits of it: 


I loſe the Favour of God, and expoſe my ſelf 


A to eternal Puniſhment. 
i} 5 n Q. Suce 
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Q FSince this is the Conſequence of not 


A Chriſt's Religion, what do you re- 6 
fotve to do? e 1 
A. I do reſolve, by the help of God, to 
practiſe it. I will make it my chief Study, and 1 
endeavour to do my Duty towards God, my = {i 
Neighbour, and my ſelf, according to the Li. 
rections of Chriſi; this is what Jam bound to n 
do by the Promiſe of Baptiſm ; and upon the Eh | 
doing of this, all my Happineſs depends. 1 | 
= 

Of our Duty to Go. =" 


Q. POD y that you are bound to do your K | 
r Duty towards God, your Neighbour, | © 
and your ſelf, upon Pain of being eternally = : 


miſerable hereafter : Tell me therefore what 


zs your Duty towards God? * 
A. My Duty towards God is to believe in N. 
him; to fear him; to love him with all my | 
Heart, with all my Soul, and with all my 
Mind; to worſhip him; to put my whole |; 
Truſt in him; to honour him; and to ſerve | 
him truly all the Days of my Life. Bl 
& What do you mean by believing in 5 
GO 


A. I mean thereby theſe two Things: 
Firſt, the believing that there is a God; an 
eternal, infinirely perfect Being who made me 
and all the World; who watches over, and 
preſerves me; who is preſent with me in all 

Places, 
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Places, and knows every thing I do; and 
who diſpoſes and gon erns all Things by his 
Providence. Secondly, by believing in God, 
I mean, the believing his Word: The believ- 
ing all thoſe Things which he hath delivered 
in the holy Scriptures: Particularly the Points 
of Doctrine which are moſt important; ſuch 
as, that there are three Perſons in the God- 
head, the Father, the Son, and the holy 
Ghoſt, into the Faith and worſhip of whom 
I was baptiz d: Thar, Jeſus of Nazareth, 
whoſe Religion I profeſs, was the promiſed 
Meſſiah, and truly God, as well as Man: 
That, he took upon him our Nature, and 
> dyed upon the Croſs for our Salvation: That, 
he roſe again from the Dead, and aſcended 

into Heaven, and is there interceding for our 
Acceptance: That, he will come from Hea- 
ven at the End of the World to judge us for 
our Actions; and that, if we have done well, 
we ſhall go into everlaſting Happineſs, but 
if we have done evill, into erer Fire. 
| Q. Where are theſe Points of Doctrine 
— ſhortly contain d? 
A in the Apoſtles Creed, as it is com- 
monly called; which is a Collection of 
Doctrines that every Chriſtian is required to 
believe. 

Q. Does the Scripture teach you that you 
are oblig'd thus to believe in God? 

A. It does: For St. Paul ſays, without 4eb. xi.6. 
Faith it ts impoſſible to pleaſe 2 ; es 

that 
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that cometh to God muſt believe that he is: 

Mark xvi. And our Saviour declares, he that believeth 

* and is baptized fhall be ſaved; but he that 
believeth not ſhall be damned. 

Q. What do you mean by fearing God? 

_ A. I mean thereby, my having ſuch an aw- 
ful Regard of his Majeſty, Power, and Juſtice, 
as may reſtrain me from offending him. 

Q. Where is this Duty commanded? 

A. In the following Words of our Saviour: 

Luk. xi. g. I will forewarn you whom you ſhall fear : 
Fear him who after he hath killed, hath 
Power to caſt into Hell; yea, I ſay unto 
you, fear him. 5 

Q. What do you mean by loving God with 
all your Heart? &c. 

A. 1 mean thereby, my having the higheſt 
Eſteem, and moſt hearry Affection for him, 
ſo as to be ever diligent to pleaſe him, and 
to keep up with Delight a conſtant Correſ- 
pondence with him, by Prayer, Meditation, 
and frequenting his Houle. 

. Where is this Duty commanded? 
A. In the following Words of our Saviour: 

Mat.zxiii. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 

37- Heart, with all thy Soul, and with all thy 

Mind. 

Q. I hat do you mean by worſhipping of God? 
A, I mean thereby, my praying to him 

with Reverence and Humil:ty for whatever I 

want, and my giving him hearty Thanks for 


whatever I cnjoy. 
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Q. Where is this Duty commanded ? 


A In the following Places of Scripture. 
O come, let us worſhip, and bow down, let pl xcv. b. 


us kneel before the Lord our Maker : Contt- Col. iy, 2. 


nue in Prayer, and watch in the ſame with | 
Thankſerving. Pray always with all Pray- ** vi. 


. . . LS , . I'S. 
er, and Suvplication in the Spirit. Give gy 16, 


Thanks always for all Things unto God and 
the Father, in the Name of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt. | 

Q. What do you mean by putting your 
whole Truſt in God. | 

A. I mean thereby, my depending on 
him, that he will deliver me from, or ſupport 
me under, all the Temprations and Misfor- 
tunes, to which I am expos'd in this Life; 
and that he will ſupply me with all Things 
that be needful for my Soul and Body, provid- 
ed I uſe the Means he has appointed for the 
obtaining theſe Mercies from him. | 

Q. Where is this Duty commanded? 

A. In the following Places of Scripture. 
Truſt in the Lord with all thy Heart: Truſt prov ii g. 
in him at all Times. Commat thy Way unto pc Hun. 8. 
the Lord, truſt alſo in him, and he ſhall bring ot xxxxii. 
zt to paſs. Be careful for nothing; caſtings. _ 
all your Care upon God, for be careth for he. 


Pet ViFs 


vor. 


1 Q. What do you mean by honouring of 
Ca 1 „ 

A I mcan thereby, my thinking and 
ſpeaking of him with the utmoſt Reverence 
8 and 


— 
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and Honour, ſuitably to the Greatneſs of his 


- 


Majeſty, and his infinite Perfections. I mean 
allo my eſteeming, and ſhewing a particular 
Reſpect to thoſe Things that more immediate- 
ly relate ro God, and my endeayouring all 1 
can to promote his Honour in the World 
3 2 here is this Duty commanded? 
lu the 3 Places of Scripture. 
pt rcvi s Grve unto the Lord, the Glory due unto bis 
Mal. i. 6, Name. A Son honoureth his Father, aud a 
: Servant his Maſter. If then, I be a Father, 
where is mine Honour? And if I be a Ma- 
fter, where 1s my Fear, ſaith the Lord of 
1 Sam. ii. Hoſtr. Them that honour me, I will ho- 
30. nour, and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be 
tightly regarded. 
Q. What are the Things more immediate- 
Iy relating to God, which you are to uſe 
with particular Reſpect? 
A. They are his Name; his Word; his 
Day; bis Houſe ; his Sacraments ; and his 
* p Pl 1 
Q. How muſi you ſhew your Reſpect to 
Gif: Name? : a ip 
A. By way it always with Reverence ; 
lifting up my Heart devoutly to him whenever 
I mention it; and abſtaining with Dread both 
from falſe Swearing, and from raſh Swearing 
in my common Diſcourſe. 8 
Q. Where is this Reſpect to God's Name 
requir d? . 


A. In 
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 #. tn the third Command; thou ſhalt not 
take the Name of the Lord thy God in warn : 
And likewiſe by the expreſs Words of our Sa- 
viour, who ſays, wear not at all; neither Mat.v.34; 
by Heaven, for it is God's Throne; nor by 3%» 3T: 
the Earth, for it is his Footſtool: But let 


your Communication be yea, yea ; nay, nay; 
Por whatſoever is more than theſe, cometh of 


Evill. 2 
Q. Fw muſt you ſhow your Reſpect to 
God's Word? | | 
A. By valuing it ſuitably to its Author ; by 
eſteeming it as a bleſſed Inſtrument of my Sal- 
vation; by reading it often, and obſerving it 
ſeriouſly; by ordering my Actions according 
to it, and ever ſtriving to do all that the Lord Ef xix, $; 
hath ſpoken to me. S 
Q. Where ir this Reſpect to God's Word 
requir'd £ at Yon 
A. In the following Places. Receive the Theſſ. li. 
Scripture, unt as the Word of Men, but ar 3. 


it is in Truth the Word of God. Let the Col.ili ac. 


Word of Chriſt dwell in you richly in all 
Wiſdom. Te ſhall lay up the Words of God Deut. vi. 
in your Hearts, and in your Souls, aud ye * 18. 
Shall teach them your Children. Bleſſed is pfli. 1 2. 
the Man whoſe Delight is iu the Law of the 
Lord, and who meditates in it Day and 


Night. 5 
Q. How muſt you ſhow your Reſpect to 
God's Day? 


D A. By 
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A. By employing it devoutly in his Ser- 
vice. God requires that one Day in ſeven be 
dedicated to himſelf. This Day among Chri- 
ſtians is the firſt Day of the Week in Memory 
of Chriſt's Refurrection, and it being ſet apart 
for the Worſhip of God, I muſt be ſure to 
employ it in that pious Exerciſe; in worſhip- 
ping of God publickly at Church, and private- 
ly at home, in pray ing with, and inſtructing 
my Family, (if IJ have one ;) and in meditat- 
ing on the Concerns of my Soul. 

. Q' Where is this Reſpect to God's Day 
F 

A. In the fourth Command. Remember 

Iſa. lviii. 0 keep holy the Sabbath Day. Thou ſhalt 

„ Honbur the Lord on his holy Day; not doing 

thine own Ways, nor finding thine own Plea- 


* 
„ 


& % 


Acts xx 7 ſfine, nor ſpeaking thine own Words. Upon 
the firſt Day of the Week, the Diſtiples of 


+ Chriſt came together to break Bread, and to 
Cor x Hear the Mord preach'd. Upon the firſt 
Day of the Week, which is the Lord's Day, 
Rev. i. 10. Jof every one of you lay by him in Store as 

God * proſpered him. ET | 
Q. How muſt you ſhow your Reſpett to 
GE Houſe? 15 4 2 
A, By going to it when I have Opportuni- 
ty; by behaving in it with Reverence and 
Decency ; devoutly attending to the Worſhip 
of God which is performed in it, and ſuiting 
my bodily Geſtures to the ſeveral Parts of the 
Service. 


8 | Q. Where 


— — , 
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Q. Where is this Reſpect to God's Houſe 
commanded? 

A. In the following Places of Scripture. 
My Houſe ſhall be called an Houſe of Prayer pets 
Fs all People: Let us not for ſake the aſſem- ” 8 
bling of our ſelves together as the Manner leb. x. 
of ſome is. Let us go up to the Houſe of 5: . 
3 God, and he cui bo us of his Ways. Un- Peu = 
4 70 the Habitat ion of God ſhall ye Bak: aud 2. 
* rhither ſhall ye come, ye and your FHlonſe- 
bold. Keep thy Foot when thou goeſt to "Ol. ve 
3 tbe Houſe of God God ig very greatly bo |; ix. 
be fear'd in the Aſſembly of the Saints; andy. 
to be had in Reverence of all them that are 
= round about him. 
1 Q. How muſt you ſhow your Reſpect to the 
* Oacraments of God? 
A The Sacraments of God are the two ſo- 
: 3 lemn Rites, call'd Baptiſm, and the Lord's 
Supper, ordaincd by our Saviour for the con- 
veying to us the divine Grace : And I muſt 
ſhow my Reverence to them, by eftceming 
them as the Mcans of deriving to me the 
greateſt Bleſſings I can receive: By contider- 
ing often the ſolemn Engagement I enter'd 
into at my Baptiſm, and ſtriving ail I can ro 
perform it: By receiving frequently the Lord's 
Supper, and preparing my felf as God has 
requir'd for the worthy Partaking of it. 

Q. here is this a bled 40 the Sacra- 
ments commanded: ? 


* 


5 
2 1 


D 2 A. In 


(20) 
A. In thoſe Places of Scripture, which de.. 
clare that Chriſt has inſtitured them, and re- 
quired the Obſervation of them. Mat. xxviii. 
19. Achs ii 38. Mat. xxvi. 26. 1 Cor. xi. 23. 
Q. How muſt you ſhow your Reſpect to the 
Poſjeſſrons of God? p 
A. The Poſſeſſions of God are thoſe Tithes 
and Offerings which have been dedicated to 
him for the Maintenance of his Worthip. 
And whatſoever is ſet apart for this religious 
Uſe, I muſt not dare to apply to any other: 
But J muſt punctually pay my Tithes, and 
keep my Hands from thoſe Goods or Eſtates, 
that have been given to God for his Service. 
Q. here ts this Reſpect to God's Poſſeſ- 
ſions nequir d? 
A. In the following Places of Scripture. 
NM. his 7e ſhall not rob God in Tithes and Offer- 
Mar. xxii.277gs. Gzve unto God the Things that are 
* God's. 
| Flow muſt you endeavour to promote 
God's Honour in the World. 
| By ſetting a good Example: By being 
| regular and conſpicuous in all the Inſtances of 
| Piety and Virtue: And by uſing all the Means 
which my Station, Endowments and Abili- 
ties afford me, for making Men truly good, 


N 
| 


aud inciting them to reverence God Almighty ( 
as I reverence him my elf. : 

Q. Where is this commanded? 

A. In the following Words of our Saviour. ! 


Mat.v.16. Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men that they: 
, 1 no 


1 
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may fee your good Works, and glorify your 
Father which is in Heaven. 

Q What do you mean by ſerving God tru- 
ly all the Days of your Life? | 

A. I mean thereby, my ſerving him in a 
right and true Manner, by worſhipping him 
alone; by directing all Acts of religious Ho- 
mage to him wy 8 neither praying to Saints, 
or Angels, nor bowing down before any I- 
mages: And by bchaving my ſelf towards 
him as a good Servant, ſubmitting to his Will, it 
taking his Corrections patiently, and being 
hearty, and zealous, and conſtant in his Ser- 
vice. 
Q. Where is this Duty commanded ? 

A. In the following Places of Scripture. 
Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and Vit. iv. 
him only ſhalt thou ſerve. Thou ſhatt have od xx. 
uo other Gods but me; Thou ſhalt not bow , 4, 5. Th 
down to any Image, nor to any Likeneſs of 
any Thing what ſoever. Serve God in Since: Jof. xxiv; 
rity and Truth. Serve him in Truth with's _ 
all your Hearts. 33 


Of our Duty to our Nx IGHB OUR. 


Q. HA is your Duty towards your 
Neighbour ? 

A. My Duty towards my Neighbour is to 
love him as my ſelf, and to do unto all Men 
as I would they ſhould do unto me: To re- 

frain 


622) 


frain from injuring them in any kind whatſo- 
ever, and from deſigning or deſiring ſo to do: 
To wiſh them all manner of good, and to do 
them all the Good in my Power: To render I 
unto all their Dues: To love, honour, and #® 
ſuccour my Farther and Mother: 'To honour 
and obey the King, and all that are put in Au- 
thority under him: To ſubmit my ſelf ro all 
my Governors, Teachers, ſpiritual Paſtors, 
and Maſters: And to order my ſelf lowly, 
and reverently to all my Betters. Wy 

Q. Who is your Neighbour? * | 
Luk. x., A. My Neighbour is every Perſon in the 


2,9. to 


Fits World; not only thoſe who live near me, but 
| all Mankind. | 
Q. What do von mean by loving your 
Neighbour as your ſelf, and doing to him as 3 
you would have him do to you ? E 
A. 1 mean thereby, my having the ſame 
ſincere Affection and Regard for all Mankind 
as I have for my ſelf, and my performing the 
lame Acts of Juſtice and Kindneſs to them, 
which I can in reaſon deſire to receive from 
them. 
Q. Where is this Duty commanaed £ 
A. In the following Places of Scripture. 
ev. zix Thou ſoalt love thy Roiebbour as thy ſelf. 
ro „g 1f ye fulfill the royal Law according. to the 
jam, ii. 8. : beet a = 
Seripture, thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as 
war, vii, Thy ſelf, ye do well. All Things whatſoever 
13. ye would that Men ſhould do to Jou, do ye 


" 
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even ſo to them. 


it 2. What 


( 23 
Q bat is ENVY in this Command of 
lovin g our Neighbour as our ſelues, &c. 


A. The whole of our Duty towards one 
another is contain'd in it. For ſo the Scrip- 


ture teaches us: All the Law is fulfilled in Cal. v. ra. 


one Nord, even this, Thou ſhalt love thy 


Neighbour as thy ſelf. He that loveth auo- Rom. with. 


ther hath fulfilled the Law. For this, thon®, 
fhalt' not commit Adultery, thou fhalt not 
kill, thou ſhalt not fleal, thou ſhalt nos 
bear falſe Witneſs; thou ſhalt not covet; and 
if there be any other Commandment, it 1s 
briefly comprehended in this Saying, namely, 
thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 


Do ye to Men whatſoever ye would have wait, vii; 


them do to you; for 1 this rs the DO and the 12. 
* „ 
Q. Can you explain this to me a Jittle? 
Ves: If I love my Neighbour as my 
fer and do to him as I would have him do to 
me, I ſhall in Courſe perform all the other 
Duties Which I owe to him. The Love J 
have for my ſelf makes me careful not to in- 
jure my ſelf, and diligent to promote my own. 
Intereſt : And if I love my Neighbour, as 1 
do my ſelf, I ſhall be as careful not to injure 
him, and as diligent to promote his Adyan- 
tage. I deſire that my Neighbour inay do me 
no hurt, but all the good in his Power: And 
if I treat him as I defire he would treat me, I 
ſhall do him no hurt, but all the good in my 
Power. h 
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Q Since this Duty of loving your Neigh.- 
bour as your ſelf; and doing as you would be 
done by, is ſo conducive to the Practice of all 
other Duties, ts it not of partuular Impor- 
tance? 

A Moſtcertainly it is: And I ought there- 
fore to be particularly careful that I may per- 
form it. 8 | 

Q. What Method will you take for the 
loving of your Neighbour as your ſelf ? 

A. I will conſider that he is my Brother, 
having the ſame Nature, the ſame God and 
Father that I have: I will conſider that he 
bears the Image of his Maker as well as I do 
thar he is a fellow Subject to the ſame Lord, 
and a Companion with me in this Vale of Mi- 
ſery. If he be a Chriſtian, I will conſider 
that he is morcover unired to the ſame Head 
Jeſus Chriſt; a Profeſſor of the ſame Faith; 
a fellow Member of the ſame Body the 
Church; a Partner in the ſame Means of 
Grace here, and Hopes of Glory hercafter. 

Q What will be the Effet of theſe Con- 
federations? 

A. The Thoughts that my Neighbour is 
ſo many Ways nearly related to me will en- 
gage me to love him as my ſelf : Eſpecially if 
1 conſider withall, that God moſt ſtrictly 

x Pet. iii charges me ſo to do. Love as Brethren. See 
ct iz: Thal qe love one another with a pure Heart, 
2 Cor. vi. fervently, and with a Love unfeigu d. A. 
„% .. « 90ve all Things have fervent Charity 27 
Wen your ſelves. Q. 
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Q. If you truly love your Neighbour as 
Jour g will not that engage you to do to 
| him as you < woula 7 be done by: 755 

A. Ves ſure; it can hardly fail of fo do- 
ing. But yet that I may be the more ſure to 


follow this moſt excellent Rule, it may be pro- 
per to ask my ſelf ſometimes in a ſerious man- 
} ner; how would haue my Neighvonur deal 
* with me? Would I not be mrewilling that he 
i fhould any Ways hurt me? It ould'T not be 
' willing that he ſhould ever be obliging end 
Ferviceablè to me? This will be of good uſe | 
for the more eſfectual engaging me to do unto j 


* 


Men, as I would they ſhou! d do unto me. 

Q. // hat do you mean by not injuring your 
Neighbour in any kind «whatſoever ? 

A. I mean thereby, my doing him no hurt, 
cither in his Soul, or his Body, or his Poſſeſ- 
ſions, or his Credit. 

Q. bat do you mean by not burting his 
Soul 2 | 
A. I mean thereby, my not tempting or 
perſwading him to Sin; my forbcaring to do 
any thing, that may cauſe him to offend 
G04. 

1 Q. here are you forbid to hurt your 
e |} MNeighbour's Soul by this Menns s 
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= A In the following Places of Sc cripture. 

„5 Be not Partaher in other Men's Sins. Left nw. 
= xo Man put a frumbling Black, or occaſion to Rom is: 
Fall iu bis Brothei”s Way. „ 


E. Q. Ji hat 
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1 Q. l hat do you mean by not hurting his 
ody? 

7 I mean thcreby, my not killing him; 
or maiming, or wounding, or bruiſing him. 

Q. here are you forbid to do this hurt 
to your Neighbour. 

A. Tn the ſixth Command: Thou ſhalt do 
no Murder: Which not only forbids the tak- 
ing away of another's Life ; bur likewiſe all 
Violences leading to it, ſuch as Maiming, 
Wounding, and the like. 

Q hat do you mean by not hurting your 
Nane in his Voß Stone 2 ah 

44. I mean thereby, my doing him no 
Wrong in any thing N. is his; in his Wife, 
Children, Servants, Goods, or Eſtate: Not 
in his Wife, Children, or Servants, by cor- 
rupting, or debauching them: Not in his 
Goods, or Eſtate, by oppreſſing, or robbing, 
or any Ways defrauding him, either by not 
paying what I owe him, or by being deceit- 
ful in Matters of Traffick. 

here are you forbid to injure your 
Neighbour by any of theſe Ways ? 
A. In the ſcventh and eighth Commands. 
Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery : I hou ſhalt 


Ayn 


a, fieat And likewile in the following 


1 Cor. vi, Places of Scripture. Flee Fornicativn : 
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Rob not the poor, becauſe he is poor, neither Leh vi 
Pr preſs the afſliffed in the Gate; for the |}... 
4 ord will plead their Cauſe, and ſpoil the. 70 
Soul of thoſe that ſpoiled them. Let him ©" 
that ſlole, fleal no more, but rather Pet him © 
work with his Hands the Thing «which is 
good, that he may have to give to Sik that 
needeth. Let no Man go beyond, or def na, 4 Thef. iv, 
his Brother in an wy Matter. Te We 755 do no* = 
'"Onrighteonſneſs in Mete Tard, in J. eight, , 1 
or in Moa ſi ure, neither deal falſely. 


Q. hat do you mean by not Hunting your iþ 
Netighbour's Credit? 


ii. 


4 A. I mean thereby, my not {ſaying any | 
thing of him that may leſſen his Repuratio!:: 1 
Not bcaring fille Witneſs againſt him before a 'Y 


Court of Juſtice: Nor {peaking in Companies, il 


or whiſpering privately bad Things of him | 
which I do not know to be true: Nor telling 0 
ſcandalous Stories which I do knew to * ii 
true, without ſome very good Roa fon : Nor if 
* laſtly, ſcoffing, and deriding him. 1 
F 6% IWhere are 200 #61 bid to hart 
* MNezghbour's Cred! ! | 
A. In the ninth Com: wa Thou falt . 


wot bear falſe flit Gg thy . A CATS 
bour. And likewiſe in the following Places 
of Scripture. Speak not evil one 72 audt het: am 
Brethren. Thou fbalt not raiſe d falſe 7 {IT 
22 Lord, who ſhall abide in 4 by Tabetna- „„ 
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nor taketh ip a Reproach againſt his Neigh- 
bour. Revilers ſhall not inherit the King- 
aom of Cod. | | 

Q. / hat do you mean by not deſigning, or 
aefiring to hurt your Neighbounr? 

A. I mean thereby, that I muſt forbear 
tne inward Thoughts and Intentions of hurt- 
ing him in any kind, as well as the outward 
ACt of hurting him. 

Q. Where is this requir'd? 

A. In the tenth Command. Thou ſhalt 
not covet thy Netghbour's Honſe ; thou ſhalt 
not cover thy Neeghbour's Wiſe ; nor his 
Servant, nor his Maid, nor his Ox, nor his 
fo, nor any thing that is his. In which 
Command Ged forbids us to deſire or intend 
any of thoſe Injurics to our Neighbour, which 
he forbids us to do to him in the foregoing 
Commands. The fame Duty is requir'd in 
thoſe Precepts which forbid ſuch Paſſions and 
Deſires as lead to the actual injuring of my 
Neighbour; ſuch as Anger, Malice, Impurity 
of Heart, and Covetouſncls. 

Q. hat is farther requir'd of you with 
ep to your Neighbour £ 

A. I am farther rcquir'd to wiſh him all 
manner of good in his Soul, his Body, his 
Poſſeſſions and Credit, and to do him all 
the good that I can in theſe Particulars. 

Q. Where is this Duty commanded 


A. Tn thoſe Precepts which require us to 
be 
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be kindly affectioned to one another: And 
to love one another as we do our ſelves. 

Q. Muſi your good Hill, aud kind 1; 
be extended to your Finemies ? 

A. They muſt: For ſo our Saviour poſi- 


tively charges us; I ſay unto you, love your at. v. 


Enemies ; "bleſs them that cn 'fe you; and 


pray for them that defpitefully uſe you, and 
perſecnte you : That ye may he the Children 


of your Father which is in Heaven. For if 


ye love them that love you, what Reward 
have je? Do not even the Publicans {6 2 
Be ye therefore perfect, as your Father 
which is in Heaven is p er fcb. 

Q. How 250 you do 090d to the Soul Ta 
your Netghbour ? 

A. By uſing all the Means in my Power 
that he may lead a good Life; inſtructing, a- 1. 
viſing, and encouraging him to do his Bury; : 
and admoniſhing and reproving him, if he 
does not. | 

. Where is this commanded ? 

A. In the following Places of Scripture 

Let hs follow after the Thins: wherewith 


one may edify another. Fxhort one ano-* 


ther dayly, while it is called i Day; leſt: z. 
any of you be bardned thro the Decit fi Ineſs 
of Sin. Thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke th by 
Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin upon him. 

Q. How muſt you do good to the Body of 
your Neighbour ? 


A. By 


17. 


iO. 
1. Kii 


3M. xiv. 


* 
* 
98 


7 
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A. By relieving its Wants; giving Meat 1 

to the Hungry; Drink to the Thirſty, Cloaths | q 

to the Naked; Comfort to the Sick, and the |! 

Q. Where is this commanded ? * 

A. In the following Places of Scripture.. | 

In. lvii. Deal thy Bread to the hungry, and bring ; 
3» . the poor that are caſt out to thy Houſe; : 
when thou ſeeſt the naked cover him, and | © 

hide not thy ſelf from thine own Fleſh | 
James ii. 15, 16. Mat. xxv. from the 31" „ 

Verſe to the End. 4 

Q. How muſi you do good to your Neigh— 


a 

3 

bour's Circumſtances £2 = 
* 

h 


A. By aſſiſting him in all honeſt Ways of 
preſerving, or improving his Fortune : By 
performing kind and friendly Offices that he 
may thrive in the World; and, if he is poor, 


by ſupplying his Wants, and contributing li- 8 

berally to his Support and Relief. 17 

here is this commauded? 5 

Calvi io. A In the following Places. As we have 0 

Gal.v. 1»: Opportunity let us do good unto all Men. By 1 
Deut. xv. lobe ſerve one another. If there be among 

7, 8,19. you a poor Man of one of thy Brethre;:, thou 24 
ſhalt not harden thy Heart, nor ſhut thy hand | : 

from thy poor Brother: But thou ſhalt open © 

thy hand wide unto him thou ſhalt ſur e. e 

ly give him, aud thy Heart ſhall not be griev- 7 © 

ed when thou grveſt unto him; becauſe that f 

for this Thing the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs | 13 


thee in all thy IVorks, and in all that thou | 


gui teſt 
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putteſt thy Hand unto. Charge them who i Tim. vs 


are rich iu this World, that they do good; 
that they be rich in good Works; ready to 
diſtribute, willing to communicate, laying 
up in ſtore for themſelves a good Foundation 
againſt the Time to come, that they may lay 
hold on eternal Life. Luke xvi.g. I Cor. 
XV1: 2: Ats xx. 35 

Q. How muſt! you do good to your Neigh- 
bour's Credit? 

A. By vindicativg him when he is falſely 
accus'd; declaring his Innocency, and clear- 
ing him from the unjuſt Charge: By coverin 
his Faulrs if there be no Neceſſity to oublif 
them; and by judging the moſt favourably of 
him in all doubtful Cates. 

Q. Where es this requir'd? 


A. In the following Places. Thus faith 7*ch. vii. 


17. 


the Lord of Hoſts ſhezw Mercy and Compaſe” 


one another's Burdens, and ſi fulfill the Law 
of Chriſt. Judge not, and ye ſhall not be 


judged. Rom. ii. 1. 1 Cor x. 4 


Q. Muſt you do good to thoſe that hate you, 
aud have injur'd you ? 

A. I muſt. For we are requir'd to forgive 
them that injure us, and to return good for 
evill. Theſe are the Words of Scripture. 
Put on Bowels of Meekneſs, ard Long ff. 


iug one another : Jo good 16* them that 
hate 


Bear ye Ga”. vi. 2. 


Mat. vii. 
1. 


Coloſ. iii. 


12, 13. 


Mu. v. 43. 


21. 


Fph. iv. 
25+ 
Eph. iv. 
22. 
1 Theſſ. v 
14. 


Rom. iv. 


19 


8 222 
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Rom. wii Hate you. Be not overcome of evil, but over- 


come evil with good. 

Q. In hat do you mean by rendring unto all 
their Daes? 

A. 1 mean thereby, my yielding to every 
Perion whatſoever he has a Right to receive 
from me, and my paying Reverence, Honor, 
and Tribute to thoſe, to whom they are re- 
ſpectively due by the Laws of God. 

What is it that is due to every Perſon 
in the World?” 

A. The ſpeaking of Truth is a Debt duc 
to all Mankind, and fo is Civility, Courte- 
oulneſs, Peaceableneſs, and Mildnels. 

Q. V here are theſe Dutzes requir'd £ 

A, In the following Places. Putting away 
lying, ſpeak every Man Truth with his 
Neighbour. Be courteous ; and patient to- 
wards all Men. Follow after the Things 
which make for Peace; and ſhew all Meek- 
neſs towards all Men. 

Q. What is due to your Father and Mo- 


ther £ 


A. Love, Honour and Succour : That is, 
I muſt have a great Reverence, Eſteem, and 
Affection for my Father, and Mother: I muſt 
behave my ſelf towards them with all Humi- 
lity, Reſpect, and Kindneſs: I muſt obey 
their Commands, and relieve and aſſiſt them 
in all their Wants. 
Q. Where are you comman ded to do this? 
A. In 


4 „„ 
In the following Places. Honour thy Ha-? n 

ther and thy Mother, which is the fir ſi Com. 
maudment with Promiſe, that it may be well 
with thee, and that thou mayſt live long on 5 
the Earth. Te ſhall fear every Man his Mo- te. **: 
ther and his Father. Curſed be he that ſet- Beuter. 
reth light by his Father, or his Mother. xvi. 16. 
Children obey your Parents in all Things. C921. 
Children muſi learn to ſhezy Piety at home, i Tim. v. 
and to requite their Parents. . 

. What is the Duty of Parents !10wards 
their Children? 

A. It is the Duty of Parents to nourith 

and ſupport their Children: To breed them 
up in the Ways of Piety and Virtue: To 
perſwade, to admoniſh, ro reprove, and cor- 
rect them, ſeaſonably and diicreetly, in or- 
der to their being good: To tet them a good 
Example; and to provide, by all the pruden: 
Methods they can, for their comfortable liv- 
ing in the World. | 

Q. here is this Duty commanded ? 

A. In the following Places. Te Fathers ph. vi. 
provoke not your Children to JYrato; tut, 
brins them up in the Nurture aud Admont- 
tion of the Lord; having them in Subjett 93? p 
with all Gravity. Train up a Child in the brevets 
Way he ſhould go, and when he is old, he**" e. 
will not depart from zt. CHaſten thy Sou roverbs 
while there is hope; and let not thy Soul * 18. 
Spare for his crying. The Rod, and Re- vroverbs 
proof gtve Wiſdom; but a Child left to him ff 

3 elf 


Tir. ij. 


(34 ) * 
2 Cor. xii. ef hriugeth his Mother to Shame. Parents 
NE ought to lay up for their Children. 
Q. Il hat is due to the King, and to all 
that are put in Authority under him? 
A. Honour, and Obedience: That is, I 
muſt eſteem the Perſon, who is acknowledged 
Sovereign, as the Miniſter of God: I muſt 
ſpeak of him with Honour and Reſpect: I 
mult pray for him, and pay him Tribute: I 
muſt obey him, and ſubmit to thoſe whom 
he appoints to act under him. 
Q. YYhere are you commanded to do this? 
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r Pet. ii. A. In the following Places. Honour the 
Jens Ning. Fear thou the Lord, and the King. 


xxiv. 21. CUT ſe nor a King, no, not in thy Thought; 
Ecclut.x for it is written, thou ſhalt not ſpeak evill 
Exon Of the Ruler of thy People. Pray for Kings, 
xxii. 28. and for all that are in Authority. Render 
AC v to Cæſar, the Things that are Czfar's. 
1 Tim. ii, Ci, your ſelves to every Ordinance of 
2. an for the Lord's ſake; whether it be to 
pet , Fhe Ring as ſupream, or unto Governors, as 
1j auto them that are ſent by him. 
Q. /i hat is due to your ſpiritual Paſtors, 
to the Miniſters of Chriſt appointed by him 
to auminiſter to you the Means of Satuation. 


4. My Duty towards them is to eſteem Pi 
them highly; ro maintain and ſupport them; | 
to obey their Inſtructions and Advices ; and VM 


to continue in their Communion, by receiving 


1 the Sacraments from them, and joyning with 


them in the publick Acts of Religion. 
5 Q. here 
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. Where are you commanded to do this ? 
A. In the following Places. Je beſeech : The fv. 
you Brethren to know them which labour a-1% 13: 
mong you, and are over you in the Lord, and 
admoniſh you, and to eſteem them very highty 
in love for their Works fake. Do ye not 1 Cor. is. 
know that among the Jews they which mini- + 
ſired about holy Things, lived of the Things 
of” the Temple? And they which waited at 
the Altar, were Partahers of the Altar 2 
En fo hath the Lord ordain'd that they 
which preach th» Goſpel, ſhould live of the 
Goſpel. Obey them that have the Rule over fob. viii. 
you, and ſubmit your ſelves, for they watch " 
for your Souls. And they continued ftedfaſt- ii. 
ly in the Apoſtles Dofrine, and Fellowſhip,” 
and in breaking of Bread, and in Prayers. 
Q. What ts due to our Brethren the Pro- 
fefſors of the ſame Religion? 
A. Hearty Love is due to them, and all 
forts of good Offices in an eſpecial Manner: 
e muſt do good unto all Men, tays St. Port, ( i. 
but eſpecially unto them that are of the © 
Houſhold of Faith. 
Q. What is due from Servants to Maſters 2 
A. It is requir'd of Servants that they wil- 
lingly obey their Maſters; that they lerve 
them fairhfilly ; that they bear their Re- 
proofs patiently; and that they be diligent 
in performing their Buſineſs. 
Q. Where is this commanded 2 


F 2, A. In 


Eph. vi. 
55 7. 
Col. iii. 
Aa. 
N. H; 
9, 10. 


Col. iv. r. 


Epi. vi. 9 
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A. lu the following Places. Servants be 
obedient to your Matters , with good Will 
doing Service, as to the Lord, and not to 
Men. Servants obey your Maſters in all 
Things; and pleaſe them well in all Things, 
not anſwering again, not purloining, but 
Sſhewing all good Fidelity. 

Q. hat is the Duty of Maſters towards 
their Servants 8 L 
Alt is the Duty of Maſters to be juſt to 
theirServants: To treat them with Humanity 
and Courteouſneſs: To take care that they 
ſerve God truly as well as themſelves, by 
uſing the proper Means for their ſo doing ; 


ſuch as, requiring them to attend at daily 


Prayers in the Family; allowing them Time 
to go to Church; and giving them ſuch Per- 


ſwaſion, Admonition, and Encouragement, 


as may produce good Effects upon them. 
Q. Where is this Duty commanded ? 

A. In the following Places. Maſters, give 
unto your Servants that which is juſt, and 
equal, forbearing threatuing, knowing that 


ye alſo have a Maſter in Heaven; and there 
Jof. xxiw. ig #0 reſpect of Perſons with him. As for 


me, and my Houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. 
Q. What is due to your Betters ? 5 
A. My Betters are they who are ſuperiour 
to me in Quality, or Station, or Age, or En- 
dowments; and ta theſe I muſt behave, with 
Modeſty, Lowlineſs and Reſpect. 
2. Where is this Duty commanded 1 . 
1 AA. In 


2 


- PD 
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A. In the following Places of Scripture. 


Render Honour to thoſe, to whom Honour 1s Rom. xiil. 


due. Honour all Men. Thou jhalt riſe up ; 
before the hoary Head, and honour the Face = 
of the old Man. 


Of our Duty with reſpeci to our ſelves, 


Q. Lj/ AT is your Duty towards your 
ſelf 

A. My Duty towards my {cif is to be hum- 
ble in my Mind: To be patient and quict in 
Spirit: To be chaſte and pure in my Thoughts 
and Actions: To be temperate in my cating, 
and drinking, and Recreation: To keep in 
Subjection my ſenſual Appetites: To avoid 
the ſinful Cuſtoms, and Faſhions of the 
World; and all wicked Company which 
would lead me to them: To rcfrain from all 
immoderate Deſires of the Riches and Honours 
of this World, and to employ my chief Stu- 
dy and Endeavour to attain the Happineſs of 
Heaven: To deny my ſelf in the Uſe of any 
Thing which may hinder me from doing my 
Duty, and to be ever growing in Grace, and 
moving ſtill forward towards the Perfection of 
Holineſs. 
Q. What do you mean by being humble iu 
your Mind? | 

A. I mean thereby, my having a lowly 
and moderate Opinion of my ſelf; and my be- 


1g 


Lev. xix. 
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ing contented that other People ſhould haye 
the like Opinion of me. 

Q. Where ts this Duty requir'd? 

A In the following Places of Scripture. 


is. but to think ſoberly. Be not proud: Be not 
Rom. *!! <yz/e in your own Conceits. God reſiſteth the 
— 'v.6 Proud, and 7 3 wi Grace to the humble. Let 
Gal. v. 26. 9 not be deſirous of vain glory. 

Q. hat do you mean by being patient 
and meek in Spirit? 

A. I mean thereby, my checking as much 
as poſlible the Paſſion of Anger : My mode- 
rating the Warmth and Vehemence of my 
Temper, and keeping ſuch a conſtant Guard 
upon my ſelf, that I may not break out into 
any Extravagancies of Rage, when I meetwith 
any croſs Accidents or Proyocations. 

Q. Where is this Duty commanded? 

A. In the following Places of Scripture : 
Matt. xi. Learn of me, lays our Saviour, for I am meek. 
Lv Let every Man be flow to Wrath; for the 

Wrath of Man worketh not the Righteouſ* 
Eccleſ.vii. 2eſs of God. Be not haſty in thy Spirit to 


Prov. x. Fools. They who are of a froward Heart, 
20, are an abomination to the Lord. 
Q. What do you mean by being chaſte and 
pure in your Thoughts and Actious? 
A. I mean thereby, my checking all un- 
clean Thoughts, and Deſires ; my giving 
| them 


Rom. xii. I /ay to every Man among you not to think of 
3- „ himſelf more highly than he ought to think; 


9. be angry; for Anger reſteth in the boſom of 


— . 
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them no manner of Indulgence; and my ab- 
ſtaining from all kinds of unclean Actions, and 
from all Looks, and Diſcourſes leading to them. 

Q. here is this Chaſtity and Purity re- 
quir d? 

A, In the following Places of Scripture. 
Keep thy ſelf pure: for unto the pure, all» Tim. v. 
Things are pure, but unto them that are de- 
filed, nothing is pure; but even their Mind, 
and Conſcience is defiled. Dearly beloved, f Pet. ii. 
I beſeech you as Strangers and Pilgrims ab- 
ſtain from fleſhly Luſts, which war agarnſt 
the Soul. The Body is the Temple of ther Cor. vi, 
holy Ghoſt ; and, if any Man defite the Tem- „ 
ple of God, him ſhall God defiroy. He that Mut v. 
looketh on a Woman to lift after her, bath rs. 
committed Adultery with her already in his 
heart. Let no corrupt Communication pro- b. iv. 
ceed out of your Mouth. BY 

Q. What do you mean by being temperate 
in your Eating,and Drinking, aud Recreation? 

A. I mean thereby, my cating that ſort, 
and quantity of Mear ; and my drinking that 
lort and quantity. of Liquor, which moſt 
tend to the Health and Weitare of my Body : 
and my uſing of innocent Diverſions tor 
the Refreſhmenc of my Mind: And my 
uſing them in a moderate manner; not 
ſpending ſo much Time upon them, as may 
hinder me from purſuing greater Concerns, 
or following the Buſineſs of my Calling; 
nor ycnturing 10 much Money upon them, or 

| being 


( 49 ) 
being ſo earneſt in them, as may prejudice 
my Fortune, and injure my Family ; or carry 


me into extravagant Anger, and the Conſe- 


quence of it, Curſing ad Swearing. 

Q. Where is this Duty commanded ? 

A. In the following Places of Scripture. 
Luke xi Take heed to your ſetves, Leſt at any Time 
34 your Hearts be overcharged with furfeiting 
Proverbs and drunkenneſs. Be not deſirous of Dain- 
Bens tes, for they are a deceitful Meat. Be not 
1s- drunk with Wine, wherein is Exceſs ; but 
x Pet. ii. be filled with the Spirit, Uſe not your Li- 


6.  berty for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, but as 


the Servants of God. | 

Q What do you mean by keeping in Fub- 
jection your ſenſual Appetites? 

A. Our lentual Appetites are the Deſires 
we have to pleaie our bodily Senſes by In- 
temperance, Uncleanneſs, Immodeſty, Indo- 
leuce, and the like: And I muſt keep theſe 

| Deſires in Subjection, by treating them wit! 
Severity, and holding ſuch a conſtant Check 
upon them, that they may not carry me into 
any Acts of Sin, nor be preſſing and importu- 
nate ſo to do. 

Q. here is this Duty commanded ? 

A. In the following Places of Scripture. 

Rom. xiii. Mabe us Proviſion for the Fleſh to fulfill the 
Col iii. q Luſto thereof Mortifie your Members which 
1 Cor. ix. are upon the Earth. Keep under your Bo- 
kr vii. des, and bring them into Subjettion. If ye 
1j. live after the Fleſh, ye ſhall dye: But if 

I | = 


( 41 ) 
he, thro the Spirit, do mortifie the Deed: of 
the Body, 'ye halt live. | 

Q. What do you mean by avoiding the [in- 
ful Cuſtoms and Faſhions of the World ? 

A. I mean thereby, my forbearing thoſe 
vicious Practices which are commonly com- 
mitted in the World: And my refuſing to do 
any ill Things which by the Prevalence of 
Cuſtom are thought to be harmleſs ; ſuch as, 
Duelling; Painting the Face; immodeſt Dreſ- 
ſing, fraudulent Craftineſs in Trade; and the 
like. 

Q. Where is this Duty commanded ? 

A. In the following Places of Scripture. is 
Be not conformed to this World, but be ye Rom. xi 
transformed by the renewing of your Minds.” 

Thon ſhalt not followa Multitude to do evill. Exodus 
Have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitfull . 
Works of Darkneſs, but rather reprove 
them. 

Q. What do you mean by avoiding wicked 
Company, which would lead you to theſe [in- 
ful Practices? 

Al mean thereby, my ſhunning as much 
as I can the Company of wicked, ungodly 
People: My refuſing to be intimate and fami- 
tar with them: My not following them in 
any. of' their wicked Deeds; and nor yielding 
to any of their Perſwaſions, or Allutements 
id to do. 


Q. here zs this Diity commanded ? 
8 "hg A. It 


(42) 

A. 1n the following Places of Scripture, 
2 Ther, Withdraw your ſelves from every Brother 
iii 6. that walketh diſorderly, and not after the 
Phil. iii. Tradition which he recetu'd of us. Beware 
Eph.v.17 of evil Workers, and be not Fartaker with 
Prov. i. them. If Sinners entice thee, conſent thou 
rd n0t: Walk not thou in the Way with them 
<, xxii, refrain thy Foot from their Path; neither 
25. deſire to be with them; leſt thou learn their 

Jays, and get a Snare to thy Soul, 

Q. What do you mean by refraining from 
all immoderate Deſires of the Riches and 
Honours of this World, aud employing your 
chief Study, &c. 

A. I mean thereby, that I muſt not deſire 
the Riches, or Honours of this World in ſuch 
a manner, as to be diſſatisfied without them; 
or to uſe any unlawful Means to obtain them; 
or to negled the Worſhip of God, and the 
Care of my Soul in the Purſuit of them; but 
I muſt be contented with that State of Life, 
and that Condition of Fortune, which God 
pleaſes to allott me, and be chiefly careful to 
practiſe my Duty, and to ſecure my future 
Happineſs by ſo doing. 
Q. Where is this Duty commanded ? 
A. In the following Places of Scripture. 
Luke xii. Take heed, and beware of Covetouſneſi, for 
T5 a Man's Life conſiſteth not in the Abundance 
Matt. vi. of the Things which he poſſeſſeth. Lay not 
19, 20. wp for your febves Treaſures upon Earth, 
where the Ruſt and Moth doth corrupt, 2 
where 


W 


( 43 ) 
where Thieves break thro' and ſteal: But 
lay up for your ſelves Treaſures in Heaven, 
where neither Moth nor Ruſt doth corrupt, 
and where Thieves do not break thro, nor | 
ſteal. Be not careful aud tronbled about ma- Hüte x. 
ny Things, but mind the one Thing needful.”' © 
Seek thoſe Things that are abwve, where Col. ur. 
Chriſt /rreth at the Right Hand f God. 
Het your Afﬀections on Things above, not on 
Things on the Earth. 
Q. What do you mean by denying your felf 
in the Uſe of any thing which may hinder 
you from doing your Duty? 
A. I mean thereby, my not allowing my 
ſelf in ſuch a kind of Living, or in ſuch Di- 
verſions, or Companies, or Entertainments, 
as are likely to corrupt my Mind, and enſnare 
me in the Practice of any Sin. 
Q. here is this Duty commanded ? 
A. In the following Places of Scripture. 
I hoſoever will come after me, let him deny Mut. xvi. 
himſelf, and follow me. See that ye walk Eph, v. 
circumſpecily; not as Fools, but as ie. 
Hatth and pray that ye enter not iuto Temp- Mat, xxvi. 
fation. vw 
Q. What do you mean by ever growing in 
Grace, and moving forward towards the 
eee of Holineſs ? | 
I mean thereby, my improving in the 
Ways of Piety, and Virtue: My increaſing in 
the Knowledge and Practice of my Duty, 
and my advancing ſtill on towards being per- 
G 2 fectly 
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fectly good; that is, towards performing God's 
Will with all the Cheerfulneſs, the Zeal, the 
Steadineſs, the Perfection, that I am capable 

of performing it with. | 

QQ. Where zs this Duty commanded ? 

A. In the following Places of Scripture, 
: The. Furthermore then we beſeech you, Brethren, 
and exhort you, by the Lord Jeſus, that as 
you have received of us, how you ought to 
walk, and to pleaſe God, ſo ye would abound 
2 Pet. iii. nore aud more. Grow in Grace, and in the 
225 Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Heb v. 1. Chriſt. Let us therefore go on unto Per- 
Phil. iii. fection Aud forgetting thoſeThings that are 
3. behind, and e forth unto theſe T hings 
that are before us, let us preſs towards the 
for. xr. Mark for the Prize of the high Calling in 
555 Chriſt Jeſus. Be ye /tedfaſt, unmoveable, 
al:vays abounding in the Work of the Lord. 
Q. Zou have now gone thro the ſeveral 
Duties towards God, your Netghbour, and 
your felf, which you promis'd at your Bap- 


iin to perform; do you think that you can 


perform them without ſinuiug? 
A. No: I think it not poſſible for me to 
practiſe theſe Duties without manifold Failures 
Ich. i. S. and Defeats. We are all of us ſubject to fall 
into ſeveral Miſcarriages; for, F we ſay we 
have no Sin, we deceive our ſelves, and the 


Truth is not in Us. 


Q. Since you are liable to Failures and 
Miſcarriages, what is requiſite for you 10 
| | | A. It 
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A. It is requiſite for me to repent ſincere- 
ly; that is, with reſpect to the Slips and 
Failings to which the Frailty of my Nature 
expoſeth me: I muſt be ſorry for them, and 
ſtrive againſt them: And with reſpect to more 
groſs Offences, I mult be heartily griev'd for 
having committed them, and actually forlake 
them in the Courſe of my Life. . 

Q. Where are you commanded thus to re- 
peut? TY 

A. In the following Places of Scripture. 
Repent and turn your ſelues from all your Ee. xviii. 
Tranſgreſfſions; ſo Iniquity ſhall not be ” 1 
Ruin. Waſh thine Heart from Wickeadneſs, \c.iv 14. 
that thou mayſt be ſaved. Rent your Heart, Joel ii. in. 
and not your Garment, and turn unto the 
Lord your God. Except ye repent, ye ſhall Luke xiii. 
all periſh. . 

Q. What ts requiſite to be done in order to | | 
your repenting ſimcerely? 

A. It is neceſſary for me to look often and | 
narrowly into my Behaviour: To examine 1 
carefully in what Particulars I act amiſs : To 
confeſs my Offences to God Almighty, and 
beſeech his Pardon and Mercy: To conſider, 
that in committing them, I have injur'd him, 
my greateſt Benefactor, and my kindeſt Friend. 
I have injur'd my Saviour who pour'd out his 
own Blood to oblige me; and have merited } 
eternal Damnation, which nothing but the .A 
Value of thar Blood, and my own Amend- | 
ment can avert from me. Thelc at” 
8 will | 
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will make my Grief for my Sins hearty, and 
my Reſolutions of forſaking them the more 
eſtectual. | 
Q. Does not the Scripture direct you to 
theſe Things as Parts bf true Repentance 2 
A. It does: For thele are the Precepts of 
Ini. xxvi. it: Enter thou into thy Chamber, and ſhut 
el iv , e Door about thee : Commune with thine 
PC. ixxvii 02008 Heart, and let thy Spirit make diligent 
6. Search. Thus ſaith the Lord, conſider your 
18-1 Ways. Take with you Words, and turn 
2. wnto the Lord, and ſay unto him, we have 
Lam. ill. (med, Let us ſearch and try our Ways, 
4 and turn unto the Lord. 
Q. How often will it be expedrent for 
you to look into your Actions? 
A. It will be moſt proper and ſafe for me 
to conſider every Night before I ſay my 


Prayers the Actions of the Day; and recol- 
left whether I have not done any _ amis. 
1 


For by this Means I ſhall certainly diſcover 
every Failing or Miſcarriage I commit: I ſhall 
prevent its growing into a Habit, and be bet- 
ter able to avoid it for the future. 

Q. Mont it be as well to call to Mind 
our Actious, at ſome ſet Times Sup po ſe, 
Fwace or thrice in a Tear? 

A. This will by no Means do ſo well, be- 
cauſe my Memory will not ſerve me to recol- 
lect lo truly my Actions, and to give me ſo 
juſt and exact a Sight of my Offences: Tho 


this is infinitely better, than to leave the Bu- 
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ſineſs of Repentance to the Time of Sickneſs, 
and a Death Bed. 1 
Q. Where lies the great Danger of doing 
this? 
A. If I put off Repentance to the laſt, I 
ſhall not in all Likelyhood be able to per- 
form it truly. For it is hardly poſſible for 
me, when I am diſordered by Sickneſs, to 
compoſe my Mind fo, as to recollect my paſt 
Miſcarriages, and to excite a Gricf for them, 
out of a Senſe of having offended God Al- 
mighty. The moſt I can do, in ſuch an un- 
ealy diſordered Condition is, to think con- 
fuſedly of my Sins; to ſigh out now and then, 
Lord haye Mercy upon me: And to make ; 
ſome ſort of Promiſe of Amendment if I live. i 
And yet, this is very far from being true Re- 
pentance. There is very little Virtue or Sig- 
nificancy in it; becauſe it is forc'd upon me, 
whether I will or no, by my Apprchenſions 
of dying; And therefore the leaving of Re- 
" FF pentanceto the laſt, is a moſt deſperate Ha- 
| ard, which I would not run for all the 
World: For what zs a Man profited, if he Mu. ri 


* ſhall gain the whole World, and loſe his a. | 
/ BB own Soul? or what ſpall a Man give iu Ex- 9 
change for his Soul? 
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Of the Means io be uſed for the pratliſe 
mg of our Duty. 


Q. 72 HAT are the Means you miſt uſe 

. for the doing your Duty with that 
Degree of Perfection which you are capable 
of attaining to? 

A. I mult earneſtly and conſtantly pray to 
God for his Aſſiſtance ; and I muſt joyn my 
hearty Endeayours to my Prayers. 

Q. Vi muſt you pray to God for his Af 
feſtance ? 

A Becauſe I am not able of my ſelf to per 

3 Cor. ii. form my Duty. WMWsòe are not ſufficient of our 

5. ſelves to think any thing as of our ſelves: 
But our ſufficiency is of God. And as I cannot 
without God's Aſſiſtance perform my Duty, 
ſo I cannot without earneſt and conſtant Pray- 
er obtain his Aſſiſtance. Becauſe he requires 
me to confeſs my own Infirmity, and to ac- 
knowledge his Power and Inclination to help 
me, by begging him ſo to do. 

Q. Where is this Duty commanded * 

A. In the following Places of Scripture. 


1 Theſſy, Pray without ceaſing: With all manner of 
17. Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit. 1f 


Eph. i. ny Man lack Wiſdom, let him ack of God, 
Jam. i. 5. who giveth to all Men liberally, and it 
Lam. iii. all be gzven him. Let us lift up our Hearts, 
al. Dith our Hands; unto God iu the Heavens. 


As, 
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Ask and it ſhall be given you: ſeek, and ye Mut. vil. 
ſhall find : knock, and it ſhall be opened to 


Jon. 


Q. How often muſt ** pray to God for 
his Grace and Bleſſing * | 

A. I muſt pray to him every Day,in the 
Morning and Evening privately by my {elf : 
And I muſt pray to him publickly at Church, 
if I have Opportunity; if my Buſineſs in the 
World, and the Affairs of my Family will al- 
low me Time for ſo doing: And I thould for 
my own ſake contrive to joyn in the publick 
Prayers of the Church; becauſe they are ſo 
incomparably excellent in every Reſpect, that 
my uſing of them with a good Diſpoſition of 
Mind, cannot but be admirably conducive to 
the Welfare of my Soul. 

Q. Will your praying to God in this man- 
ner be of tſelf available to your living in 
the Performance of your Duty ? 
A. My praying to God every Day will 
doubtleſs be of great Service to me, as it will 
{tir up in my Mind, an awful Senſe of God, 
and diſpoſe me to obey him: But ſtill J mutt 
endeavour to forward and improve theſe good 
Effects of my Prayers: I muſt ule the Means 


which directly lead to the lame End that they 


do; which have a natural Tendency to make 
me actually good For otherwiſe my Prayers 
will not be ſucceſsful. I ſhall no more live in 
che Practice of my Duty, than thoſe will get 
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their daily Bread, who do not ſecond their 
Prayers for it with ſuitable Endeavors. 

Q. Does the Scripture teach you that you 
muſt thus ſtrive, as well as pray, in order 
to perform your Duty ? 

_ A. It does: For as it directs me to labour, 
and ud be ſlothfull in Buſineſs, that I may 
get a Livelyhood in the World; ſo it directs 
ie to five, to work, to give all Diligence, 
that I may live in the Practice of my Duty. 
And hence I am aſſur'd, that, as in order to 
attain the Neceſſaries of Life, I muſt uſe the 
proper Means to attain them, as well as pray 
to God for his Bleſſing; ſo, in order to per- 
form my Duty, I mult not only pray to God 
for his Aſſiſtance, but allo uſe the Means that 
naturally tend to my Performance of ir. 

Q. Can you give me ſome Account of theſe 
Neaus? Or, tell me, what it 1s you muſt do, 
be/1des praying to- God for his Grace? 

A. I muſt ule my ſelf to ſuch Meditations, 
as may powerfully move me to do my Duty: 
And ] muſt ule my ſelf ro ſuch Actions as may 
keep me from any ſinful Practices. Theſe 
are Means naturally conducive to my leading 
a good Life; in the Uſe of which, together 
with my Prayers God will give me his Grace, 
and cauſe me actually to Jive as it becometh 
the Goſpel. | 
Q. hat Meditations will you accuſtom 
your felf to, as moſt proper to excite you to 
do your Duty? 41 
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A. 1 will conſider that, by being a Chri- 


ſtian, I am dedicated in a peculiar Manner to 


God's Service: That I am a {worn Servant to 
him, having vow'd in my Baptilm to ſerve him 
truly all my Life. | 

I will confider that, if I don't live like a 
Chriſtian, I ſhall diſhonour my Profeſſion, 
and crucifie my Saviour afreſh. I ſhall cauſe 
his Enemies to blaſpheme : I ſhall draw Re- 


proaches on him and his Religion, and har- 


den Men in their Prejudices againſt it. 

I will conſider thar, I am always in the 
Preſence of God; that his Eye is ever upon 
me; that he carefully obſerves all my Actions, 
on purpoſe to take Vengeance of me hereafter 
if they arc cvill. 

I will conſider that, I know not how long 
I have to live: That Death may come upon 
me before I am aware: That, if ir ſhould 
ſeize me in a Courſe of Sinning, Iam undone 
for ever, without any Remedy or Relief. 

I will conſider laſtly, that if I don't lead a 
good Life, according to the eſpecial Obliga- 
tions and Helps and Encouragements I have 
to do ſo, I ſhall be iunk deeper into Hell, be 
more ſeycrely punith'd, than if I had not been 


a Chriſtian. More tolcrable will it be for 89 


dom and Gomorrah in the Day ef Judgment 
than for me. 

Q. How will you accuſioim your fe, te 
theſe Meditations £ 
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A. By bringing them into my Mind every =_ 
Morning and Evening when I pray to God. f. 
When I am going to beſeech him to enable 0 
me to perform my Duty, Iwill recollect, and tl 
ponder in my Heart, thoſe Motives to perform 
ir. This will make me the more earneſt and / 
devout in my Prayers for his Aſſiſtance, and 


engage him to grant me the Requeſt of my n 

ips. | | „ : 'y; 

0. What are the Actious you will uſe L 

your ſelf to, for confirming you in your Du- ce 

ty, and keeping you from any ſinful Prac- tl 

leer; | 235 G 

A. I will reſiſt the firſt Thoughts and In- S o! 

clinations to any Sin, which happen to ariſe in 

in my Mind: Iwill check, and ſuppreſs them be 

immediately; and ask my ſelf ſolemnly this 505 

ee Queſtion, Lets can I do this Withedneſs, and „, 
e againſt God? 1 

I will take care to avoid Temprations ; to nin 

ſhun thoſe Objects and Companies and En- Mo 

tertainments, that are likely to allure, and þ I 

carry me to the Commiſſion of any Sin. ot 

I will, beſides my daily Repentance, fer a- Ss I 

art ſome particular Times, for calling my Ss 

{elf ſolemnly to an Account for the Sins of D 

my Life, confeſſing them humbly, lamenting I 

them heartily, and reſolving againſt them C- 

with all the Steadineſs poſſible. A 


I will alſo be temperate in my way of Liv- 
ing: I will not allow my ſelf in ſuch Sorts = 
or Quantities of Meat or Drink, as may too = 4 
. 66 : 8 a 1 
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much pamper the Body, or indiſpoſe me 
for attending 3 to the Concerns 
of my Soul, and uſing the foremention'd Me- 
thods to work out my Salvation. 0 

Q. What will be the Effet of theſe Con- 

ſederations and theſe Performances £ 

A. If I conſtantly joyn the Ule of 'em to 
my carneſt Prayers, I ſhall certainly live in 
the Practice of my Duty. By the conſtant 
Uſe of them, I take the direct Method to be 
confirmed in the Practice of it : I do every 
thing that God requires for the obtaining his 
Grace: And ſince I perform the Condition up- 
on which he has promis'd to beſtow ir, I am 
infallibly aſſur'd of receiving its Aſſiſtance, 
becauſe he is the God of Truth; becauie, 
he is not as Man that he ſhould (ye; nor as 
the Son of Man, that he ſhould repent. 
Q. What will be the Effect of your living 
in the Practice of your Duty! 

A, The Effect will be preſent and future 
Happineſs. I ſhall enjoy the eſpecial Favour 
of God in this troubleſome World; and when 
I go hence, I ſhall reſt from my Labours: I 
ſhall be placed in a State of Happineſs till the 
Day of Judgment; when, I ſhall be publick- 
ly acquitted by my Lord and Saviour 7e/#s 
Chriſt, and recciv'd with Approbations aud 
Applauſes into eternal Glory. 

Q. here are you aſſum dof this? 
A. In the following Places of Scripture. 
A good Man obtain?th Favorr of the Lord. 


Iſa. xv. 


71 7 
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Deuter. JF thou ſhalt keep the Commanament of the 
m. Lord thy God, the Lord will rejoyce over 
Rev. xiv. thee for good. Bleſſed are the Dead, which 
£0 dye in the Lord, for they reſt from their La- 
Joh. v. 29, bour's. They that have done good, ſhall riſe 
Mat. xxv. To the Reſurrettion of Life. M hen the Son 


of Man ſhall come in his wage and all the 


holy Angels with him, then ſhall be gather- 

ed before him all Nations: And he ſhall ſe- 

parate them one from another, as a Shep- 0 
herd divideth the Sheep from the Goats ; 4 
and he ſhall ſet the Sheep on his Right Hand, C 


but the Goats on his Left. Then ſhall be i « 
ſay to them on his Right Hand, Come ye 5 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepar'd for you, before the Foundation of Fry 
the World. And the Righteous ſhall go iu- 
#o Life eternal. 
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Of CoOxnFIRMATION. 


* 

f HAT ts Confirmation ? 
. W A. It is an holy Rite, inſtituted by 
the Apoſtles, and uſed in all Ages of the 
Church, for the conveying to baptized Per- 
ſons, by the laying on of the Biſhop's Hands, 
and by Prayers, the Gift of the holy Ghoſt, 
to ſtrengthen and confirm them in their chri- 
ſtian Courſe, and enable em to go thro” it 
with Courage and Succels. 

Q. Where do you find in Scripture that 
this Rite was inſtituted by the Apoſtles 2 

A. In the eighth Chapter of their Acts: 


Where we read that, when Phz/ip had con-Y. 5, 12, 
J, 
16. 


verted the Samaritans to the Faith of Chy/t, 
and baptized them; the Apoſtles ſent Petes 
and John to them; to convey to them, by 
Prayer, and the laying on of their Hands, the 
Holy Ghoſt, who before was not fallen upon 
any of them. 

What has generally been concluded 
from this Tran ſaction of the Apoſtles 2 


concluded from it, that the ſame Rite, which 
Was 


A. It has been generally and moſt juſtly 


IC, 
17. 
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was uſed by the Apoſtles, ſnould be continued 
in the Church: That, the Biſhops alone, the 
Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, have Authority to 
adminiſter it: And that, the Grace of the ho- 
ly Ghoſt is convey'd by their Miniſtration of 
it, as it was by that of the Apoſtles. _ 

Q. Is not this the Senſe of the Church of 
„ . 

A. It is: For ſhe ha appointed and re- 
quir'd her Biſhops to adminiſter this Rite: 
She has order'd all baptized Perſons to par- 
take of it, as a neceſſary Qualification for 
their receiving the Lord's Supper; and ſhe 
teaches that ghoſtly Power and Strength a- 
gainſt all Temptations to Sin, is convey'd by F 
It. — ; 

Q. Ji it not therefore requiſite for you to 
be cou firm d? 3 

A. Moſt certainly it is; that by Prayer, 
and Impoſition of the Biſhop's Hands, I may 
receive the Influences of God's Spirit, to aſſiſt 
and ſtrengthen me to live in the Practice of 
my Duty, as I promis d at my Baptiſm to 
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Q. What is the proper Time for you to 
recerve Confirmation £ 

A. When I come to Years of ſuch Diſcre- 
tion, as to underſtand what my God-fathers, 
and God-mothers promis'd in my Name at my 
Baptiſm, and to be able, with due Seriouſnels 
of Mind, to acknowledge my ſelf bound to 
perform this Promiſe, and to vow to perform 
it accordingly. . Q. Why 
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. Why is this the proper Time to be con- 


+ md? 


A Becauſe, by underſtanding the Promiſe 
made for me at my Baptiſm, and being able 
to confirm and renew it with Seriouſneſs of 
Mind, I ſhall partake of this Rite with the 


more Advantage. I ſhall be better prepar'd 


and diſpos'd to receive the Grace of God's 
Spirit, thro” the Biſhop's Prayers, and Impo- 
ſition of Hands, and it will therefore be con- 
vey'd to me in a more plentitul manner. 

Q. With what Preparation therefore will 


you recerve Confirmation? 


A. 1 will conſider that in that holy Rite, I 
am ſolemnly to confirm what my Sureties did 
for me at my Baptilm; to confels in the Pre- 
ſence of God and ric Congregation, that I am 
bound to practiſe CH Religion , which 
they undertook in my Name; and allo to 

romiſe, with the ſame lacred Solemnity, 
that I will always Endeavour to practiſe it, as 


I have own'd my felt bound to do 


I will conſider farthcr, that 1 on: ght co pa 


take of this Rite, becauſe appointed by tlie 


Apoſtles, evermore uled in the Church of 
Chriſt, and directed by our own in partica- 
lar: And I will ſtedfaſtly believe that by par- 
taking of it with theſe Thoughts upon my 


and 3 me, as the Chriſtians of Sms id 


did, by apoſtolical Confirmation. 


4 


Mind, I ſhall receive the holy Ghoſt to ailitt 
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Of the LogD's SUPPER. 


Q. 7 Confirmation you are regularly qua- 

| lified to come to the Lord's Supper : 
Tell me therefore what is the Supper of the 
Lord? 

A. It is a ſolemn and holy Rite ordained 
by our Saviour for keeping up in our Minds a 
conſtant Remembrance of his dy ing in our 
ſtead; and for conveying to thoſe who par- 
take of it with due Preparation, the ineſtima- 
ble Benefits of his meritorious Death. 

Q. In what doth this Rite con ſiſt? 

A. It conſiſts in eating Bread, and drinking 
Wine, after their being bleſſed by the Mini— 
ſter, in Memory of our Saviour's Body that 
was broken, and his Blood poured out upon 
the Croſs, for us miſerable Sinners. 

Q. How do you know that our Saviour in- 
ſtituted this Rite to keep up the Remembrance 
of” his Death? 3 
0 A. From the Accounts given us in Scrip- 
18 ture of his celebrating and rdaining it: In 
u. i which we read, that ye Lord Jeſus, the 
eee, are Night in which he was betray'd, took 
= '* Bread, and bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave 
it to the Diſciples, and ſaid, Take, eat, this 
is my Body which is given for hon, do this 
in Remembrance of me. After the ſame 
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manner alſo, he took the Cup, and gave 
7hanks, and gave it to them, ſaying, drink 
ye all of it; for, this is my Blood of the new | 
Teſtament, which is ſhed for you, and for j 
many, for the Remiſſion of Sins; this do ye, 
as oft as ye drink it, in Remembrance of me. 
For as often as ye eat this Bread, and drink 
this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death, till 
he come. 

Q. Where are you afſur'd that the Bene- 
fits of Chriſt's Death are convey'd to the 
worthy Partakers of this Rite. 

A. In the following Places. /Fh9/0 cat- John vi, 
eth my Fleſh, aud drinketh my Bld, hath ** 5% 
eternal Life. He dwelleth iu me, and 1 
in him. The Cup of Bleſſing which we bleſs, 1 Cor x. 
7s it not the Communion of the Blood of Chritt 2 0» 277 
The Bread which we break, 1s ib not the 
Communion of the Body of Chriſt? Tor we 
are all Partakers of that Bread. | 

Q. / hat Preparation is requiſite for 
the worthy Partaking of the Lord's Snp- 
per £ g 

A. It is requiſite to conſider the Nature and 
End of this ſacred Inſtitution: To recollect 
as truly and particularly as I can, the Sins I 
have committed: To be heartily forry for 
'em, and ſteadily reſolve to forſake them: þ 

Jo ſtir up in my Mind a thankful Remem- [ 
brance of Chriſt's Death, and a full Truſt in | 
God's Mercy thro' his Merits: To forgive [ 

| I 2 tholc | 
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thoſe who have injur'd me, and make Satis- 
faction to every one whom I have injur'd, 
and to be in perfect Charity with all the 
World. 
here is this Preparation requir d? 
DES 7. 1n the followi ing Places. He that cat- 
5. eth, and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh Damnation t0 himſelf, not dig 
J. 23. cerning the Lord's Body. Let a Man exa- 
mine 22 and ſo let him eat of that 
V. 31: Bread, and drink of 27 Cu «4 IF we would 
judge our  ſetves, wwe ſhould not be juaged. 
v 24 This do in Remembrance of me. If thou 
15 ” brang thy Gift to the Altar, aud there re- 
membreſt that thy Brother hath ought againſt 
thee, leude there thy Gift before the Altar, 
and 7 thy Way ; firſt be reconciled to 


thy Brother, and 2 come, and offer thy 
GI. 

Q. Ho often ſhould you receive the Lord's 
Supper? 


A. As often as I have Opportunity. Ir is 
in the Communion cf the Sacrament, as it is 
in the Communion of Prayers, and other 
Parts of publick Worſhip; every one is bound 
ro joyn in them, when Opportunities offer 


che Lord's Supper, when it is adminiſtred in 
the Pariſh where I live, I am defective in the 


Performance of my OY, unlels I cannot 0 
| voi 


for the performing them, and he is not other- 
wiſe law fully hindred. If I neglect to receive 
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void my ſo doing: I can hardly be ſuppos'd 
to have a true Love for our Saviour, or a 
grateful Senſe of his Sufferings, if I refuſe to 
make a thankful Remembrance of em, when 
he has commanded it, and the Providence of 
God affords me the Opportunity. 

Q. What are the Reaſons <vhy you ſo fre- 
quent ly receive the Lord's Supper 2 

A. Becaule I am oblig'd to do it by the 
plain Command, the dying Charge of Jeſs 
Chriſt ; and becauſe I ſhall receive the great- 
eſt Advantages by fo doing. The frequent 
preparing my ſelf for the Lord's Supper, by 
carefully examining my Life, and repenting 
of my Sins, will admirably conduce to weaken 
the Power of my natural Corruption, and to 
keep me from future Miſcarriages: And the 
frequent recciving of the holy Sacrament thus 
prepar'd, will frequently teal the Pardon of all 
my Sins; will convey to me the Grace and 
Comfort of God's holy Spirit, whereby J 
ſhall be confirm'd and encourag'd in all Good- 
neſs, and at length conducted to everlaſting 
Life. | ': | 15 


Of reading the holy Scripture with 
Advantage. 


2. A E you not oblig d often to read the 
- £2 holy Scripture? e 
. 1 
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A. I am: The holy Scripture is the Power 
of God unto Salvation, is appointed by him 
as a powerful Means of effecting it. He com- 
mands me to read, and meditate upon it, and 
the frequent doing fo is requiſite to inſtruct 
me the better in the Extent of my Duty, and 
encourage me more citcctually to practiſe it. 

Q. What Method is proper to be taken for 
gaining this Advantage by reading the Ser ip- 
ture? 

A. It is proper for me, Firſt, to read it 
with a ſincere Deſign of informing my ſelf in | 
the Will of God, in order to practiſe it; not 
to gratify my Curioſity, or to amuſe my ſelf, 
when I have nothing elſe to do; but purely f 
that I may the better know my Duty, and 8 
more regularly perform it. 0 

Secondly, It is proper to read chieſſy the 
plaincſt Books of Scripture, in which my 8 


Duty is delivered in the plaineſt Manner: it 
Such as the four Evangeliſts; the Acts of O1 
the Apoſtles; thoſe Parts of their Epiltles d. 
which I beſt apprehend; the Book of Pialms, ic 
of Job, of Proverbs, and Eccleſiaſtes. Ir v. 
will be profitable alſo to read in that Part of an 
Scripture which is called Apocryphal, the in 
Book of the Wiſdom of Solomon, of Eccle— th 
ſiaſticus, and Baruch. Theſe Books are the Er 
moſt uſeful, and inſtructive, becauſe the plain- | Te 
eſt. They teach me my Duty in a moſt caly, Ve 
and edify ing manner: And therefore I ſhould PÞ 


moſt 


or — Wo 
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moſt frequently read them; and not buß my 
Head in the hiſtorical or prophetical Books, 
which will do me very little Service, becauſe 
I can't underſtand them truly. If I neglect 
the caly Parts of Scripture, and perplex mv 
{ſelf with the difficult and obſcure ones, 1 
may get ſome ſtrange Notions by ſo doing, 
and wreſt the Scriptures to my oten Deſtync- 
#107, But if I take care to read chieily the 
plain, and practical Parts, I may then ſome— 
times conſult the hiſtorical Books, which are 
the moſt ancient Records in the World, and 
allo the prophetical Books, in which I may 
find many pathetical Exhortations to forſake 
Sin, and awakening Admonitions to ſerve 
God in true Holinets. 

Thiraly, It is proper to conſider, that 401 
Scrapture veins given by Inſpiration of God, 
it is molt certainly conſiſtent with itlelf. No 
one Place of it can be repuznant, or contra- 
dictory to another: And therefore | mutt ob- 
ſerve thole Points of Faith, and Rules of Lie, 
which are moſt plainly, and frequently taughit, 
and underſtand all other Places of Scripture 
in Conformity to them. If I do not mint 
this Rule, I may be led into many dangerous 
Errors, by the ſeeming Repuguancy of one 
Text to another; but ii I ming it, 4 can ne- 
ver err to my own Prejudice, 

Fourthly, It is proper to be mindful, that 
the Examples recorded in Scripture are not Al 
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ways intended for my Rule and Direction. 
The Failings and Sins of good Perſons are re- 
lated, as well as their Virtues: And I muſt 
not think that becauſe they did ſuch, or ſuch 
Things, theretore I may do the like. I muſt 
govern my ſelf by the Rules, and Precepts of 
Scripture, as it is now compleat in the Books 
of the New Teſtament, joyned to the Old; 
and as for the Actions of Perſons, I mult ob- 
ſerve what Conformity they bear to thoſe 
Rules, and direct my Practice accordingly. 
Laſtly, It will be proper to compare one 
Place of Scripture with another, as they are 
noted in thc Margin of our Bibles. - For thus 
I ſhall ſee the Doctrines and Rules of it in ſe- 
veral Views, and various Expreſſions; where- 
by they will more clearly inform, and more 
ſtrongly affect my Mind, I ſhall be better ac- 


quainted with the Phraſes of Scripture, and 
underſtand the Senſe of them the better. 


And the more Proficiency I make in the 
Knowledge of God's Word, the more bene- 


ficial Effects I ſhall receive from it: The more 


profitable thall 1 find it for Doctrine, for 


Reproof, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, 
that I may be throughly furniſhed unto all 


good Works, 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 
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Of the Truth of the CurisTiaN 


RELIGION. 


Q. AR E you not firmly reſotv'd to continue 
in the Profeſſion of Chriſt's Religion, 
which you were admitted into by Baptiſin? 

A. I am moſt ſtedfeſtly reſolv'd ſo to do; 
and never to quit it for any other Religion in 
the World. 

Q Why are you thus determin'd £ 

. Becaufe I am fully aſſur'd that the Re- 
ligion of Chriſi is the Mind and Will of God; 
the Way in which God would have me to 
ſerve him. 

Q: How are you aſſur d of this? 

. Becauſe I am certain that Jeſs Chriſt 
was ſent from God to reveal his Will ro Man 
kind ; was authoriz'd, and commiſſioned by 
him to teach the true Way of ſerving him; 
ſo that the Religion he taught is really the 
Mind of God, and deriv'd from him. 

Q. Hod are you ſure that Jeſus Chriſt was 
ſent from God te reveal his Mind to the 
World ? 

A. I am convinc'd of this by theſe three 
Reaſons. 

Firſt, Becauſe Je ſus of Nazareth was the 
Perſon whom God promiſed to fend into the 
World to reveal his Will — perfectly to + 
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As Godpromiled to ſend ſuch a Perſon into the 
Worid, ſo he deicrib'd him in the more parti— 
cular and exact Manner. He forctold -the 
Family from which he ſhould ſpring; the 
IIe in which he ſhould come; the Place in 
which he ſhould be born; the ſeveral Tranf-, 
actions of his Life, the Circumſtances attend- 
ing his Death, the Succeſs of his Doctrine; 
and the like. Now all theſe Deſcriptions, and 
Characters, and Prophecies of the Perſon. 
whom God promis'd to fend into the World, 


did molt exactly agree, and were moſt won- 
derfally fulfil'd in Jeſs of Nazareth, and 


in him alone: Therefore I am aſſur'd, that 


Jeſus of Nazareth was that Perſon whom 
God promiicd to ſend into the World, to re- 
veal the true and acceptable Way of ſerving 
him. - 

Secondly, I am certain that Zeſus Chriſt 
was a Teacher ſent from God, . becauſe, ' as 


the Doctrine he taught is moſt worthy of 
God; being moſt holy and virtuous and ex- 
cellent in itſelf ; moſt conducive to the Ho- 
nour of God, and the Practice of univerſal 
Rightconſacls among Men; ſo he confirm'd - 


it by miraculous Works. He gave Sight to 
the Blind; Feet to the Lame; Life to the 


Dead, with a Words ſpeaking ; and this, in 


che molt publick Places, at the moſt publick 
Times, and on Perſons the moſt remarkable 


for their Iuſirmities. That he did theſe Works 


18 
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„ 
is abundantly prov'd from the Confeſſion of 
his moſt implacable Enemies; from the Con- 
verſion of many eres and others to his Rcli— 
gion; upon the certain Evidence of bis hav- 
ing done them: From the Teſtimony of the 
Apoſtles, which is moſt unqueſtionable in all 
Reſpects; and from the Conlent of ſeveral 
Nations for 1700 Years together, jointly a- 
greeing in one and the fame Beliof as to this 
Matter. Hence Iam aſſur'd that he really per- 
form'd theſe miraculous Works; and it is moſt 


evident that he could not have perform'd them 
bur by the immediate Power of God: There- 
fore, ſince God gave this Confirmation to his 
Doctrine, I am as certain that it is truly di- 


vine, as I am, that God would not impoſe 
on Men a neceſſary and invincible Error, For 
his Doctrine being moſt excellent in its Na- 
ture, and pious in its Tendency; and his 
Miracles being ſuch that there could not poſ- 
ſibly be any Deceit in them, and ſuch, that 
none but the Almighty Power of God could 
do them, there arc all the Eyidences of his 
being a divine Teacher, that it ſcems poſſible 
for God to give, and there is no manner of 
poſſibility of diſcovering him to be orherwite. 
Wherefore I am as certain that he was truly 
a divine Tcacher, as I am that God: would 
not exert his Power, to give Credit to an Im- 
poſtor, ſo as to lead us into nnayoidable De- 


luſion. | | 
K 2, Third; 
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Thirdly, J am aſſur'd that the Religion of 
Chriſt is really the Mind of God ; becauſe it 
was ſo quickly receiv'd notwithſtanding the 
Prejudices of Education ; and fo wonderfully 
propagated in the World, notwithſtanding 
the moſt powerful Oppoſition againſt ir. 
This Religion, at its firſt ſetting our in the 
World, was preach'd to the Fews, and Gen- 
tiles: The one, exccedingly fond of Moſes 
and the Law, in which they had been brought 
up; and the other, no leſs fond of Idolatry 
and Superſtition, in which they had been bred 
up likewiſe: Both of them therefore mightily 
prejudic'd againſt Chry/?'s Religion, by their 
Education. And this Religion had not any 
Allurements or Advantages attending ir, to 
encourage em to embrace it. Ir did not hu- 
mour their corrupt Appetites, or allow them 
in any ſenſual Indulgences ; but directed the 
ſevereſt Conflict with thoſe Appetites, and 
forbad ſuch Gratifications. Its Publiſhers were 
poor illiterate Fiſhermen, who could not re- 
commend it to them, by the Ornaments of 
Eloquence, or Subtilties of Wit, nor force it 
upon them by the Power of the Sword. How 


then is it poſſible that theſe Men ſhould quit 
the Religions in which they had been bred, 


for the Religion of Chriſt: That they ſhould 
quit the Ways of Worſhip in which their 


Forefathers for many Ages upwards had liv'd 


and dy'd ; in which they had the greateſt En- 
couragements 
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couragements to continue; for a Religion 
which they had no Allurement to embrace? 
A Religion the moſt ungrateful and trouble 
ſom to their natural Inclinations, and pro- 
pos'd with all the Circumſtances of Diſadvan- 
tage? Why, this is no other way poſſible, 
than by their having the Truth of it mani- 
feſted to them in the moſt piercing and un- 
controulable Manner, and by the powertul 
Operation of God upon their Hearts: There- 
fore the Religion of Chriſt was attended with 
theſe Demonſtrations of God's Power and 
Spirit ; therefore it really came from Ged. 
The Religion of Chriſt morcover, having 
only a little Flock of mean defenceleſs Pub- 
liſhers for its Support, was encountred by the 
orcateſt Oppoſition, by the moſt potent and 
cunning Adverſaries. The Rulers of this 
World, and the Powers of Darkneſs combin'd 
in Aſſociation againſt it, and exerted their ut- 
moſt Endeayours to ſuppreſs it. And yet it 
ſpread in ſpight of all Oppoſition: Ir increas'd 
by the very Endeayours exerted to ſuppreſs 
it. All the Arts and Engines employ'd for 
this Purpoſe, produc'd no other Effect, than 
the wider Propagation of it. It grew, and 
KF flouriſh'd under all poſſible Diſcouragements 
of the Civil Power: And it was diftus'd over 
the known Parts of the World, before it 
pleas'd God to raiſe up a Prince to protect 
and fayour it. Wherefore its Propagation in 
' the 


„ 

the World, being ſo very wonderful, muſt be 
acknowledy'd the Lord's doing. He it was, 
who immediately interpos'd to forward it, 
and employ'd his Omnipotence in its behalf; 
and by ſo doing, he has vouch'd it to be his 
own, to be the Way of ſeryving him which he 
would have us to purſue. 

Theſe are convincing Evidences (conſider'd 
very briefly) of the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Doctrine: God grant that by the Force of 
em upon our Minds, we may all be unſhaken 
in the Profeſſion of it, and by the Spirit of 
God, ſhed abroad in our Hearts, be ſincere, 
uniform, perſevering in the Practice of it. 
Amen. 
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